Welcome to Mrs. Kickham’s 8th Grade Science Class! 

Syllabus 2014-2015

8th Grade Content:
First Quarter
Rules and Procedures

Scientific Method

Earth’s History & Resources


Second Quarter
Earth’s Water

Chemistry & Chemical Interactions


Third Quarter
Cells & Microbiology


Fourth Quarter
Evolution

Ecosystems & Population Dynamics

Science Materials

For a successful year each student must have his/her own materials in class each day.  Each student is responsible for his/her binder and keeping all science materials in it.  The science binder should be brought every day along with their agenda.

Students are required to bring the following to every class meeting:

· 1 ½ inch Binder
· 4 Binder Dividers

· Notebook Paper (Plenty in binder at ALL times)

· Reinforcements for Hole- Punched Pages

· Composition Notebook

· Agenda

· Pen or pencil

· Colored pencil and/or Markers
· Glue 

· Scissors
· Highlighter
How to Contact Mrs. Kickham

I can be contacted by phone (980)343-1068, by note, or by email.  Email is the fastest and easiest way to reach me:

allisonl.kickham@cms.k12.nc.us
Web Page

**Check daily to stay updated **

kickham8science.weebly.com
Grading Policy
Formal = 65%
(Formal Assessments, Projects)
Informal = 35%

(Classwork, Quizes, Homework)

Grading Scale

  A  93 - 100

B  85 - 92

C  77 - 84

D  70 - 76

       F   0 - 69

Absences
Students who are absent have two days for each day absent to make up any assignment which it is possible for them to make up. It is the responsibility of the student to gather, complete, and submit all make up assignments. Students should check the website calendar for what they missed while absent. Assignments such as video notes, and labs are difficult to make up due to the necessity of being in class to complete it. In this situation, students will be given an 'exempt' grade in PowerSchool. An 'exempt' grade neither positively nor negatively affects their final grade. 
Late Work

The highest a student can make when an assignment is not entirely completed and submitted is an 80%. If an assignment is not turned in on the due date, the assignment will automatically be reduced to 80%. Each additional day late will result in an 8 point reduction. Once two weeks have elapsed since the due date, the assignment will be an irreversible 0%. 

 
Leaving the Room

Students will not be permitted to leave the classroom for any reason without permission. Please try to use the restroom and take care of other needs between classes. 
Student Responsibilities/Procedures
The following is a list of responsibilities intended to support students in their effort to successfully complete eighth grade science.  

· Enter room quietly and quickly begin the warm-up

· At the beginning of class, gather ALL materials needed for the block and put your book bag in designated area. You will NOT be able to go back to your book bag once class begins. 

· Be in YOUR assigned seat before the bell rings.

· Follow all lab safety procedures

· Be sure to label, date and put your name on each assignment

· Actively participate and stay on task

· Bring completed assignments to class on time

· Ask questions when a concept or assignment is not understood

· Keep an updated agenda by recording all assignments

· Study current topics to stay prepared for all quizzes and tests

· After an absence, check for missing work. This is your responsibility!
· Always make up missing work.

· Treat others and yourself with respect

· Follow the guidelines in:

Rights and Responsibility Handbook




Please sign below and glue this syllabus onto the first page of your Interactive Science Notebook (ISN).





_________________________________	     _____________


Student’s name 			Block #





________________________________       ________________________________


Student Signature			Parent Signature









